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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 1 - 15, 18, 20 - 22 are pending in this office action. 
Claims 1, 2, 9, 18 and 20 are amended. 

Claims 16, 17, and 19 are canceled. 
New claims 21 and 22 are presented. 

Information Disclosure Statement filed on paper No 6 is considered. 

2. Applicants' arguments with respect to claims 1 - 15, 18, 20 - 22 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-15, 18, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 6,412,004 issued to Ling Tony Chen et al. (hereafter 
"Chen") in view of U.S. Patent 6,385,596 issued to Philip R. Wiser et al (hereinafter 



"Wiser"). 
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Regarding claim 1 , Chen teaches a method of obtaining media data in a client 
device from a plurality of media data servers on a network, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

accessing a meta data server (see column 1, lines 25 - 65); 

receiving meta data from said meta data server (see column 1 , lines 50 - 67 and 
column 2, lines 1 -2); 

utilizing said meta data to locate at least one data server of said plurality of 
media data servers on the network (see column 1 , lines 44 - 49 and lines 60 - 67); 

accessing said media data from said at least one media data server (see column 
1 , lines 49 - 52), 

Chen does not explicitly teach wherein the accessed media data are not usable 
without additional information; and retrieving an encryption key for the accessed media 
data from the meta data server, the encryption key allowing use of the media data. 

Wiser teaches the accessed media data are not usable without additional 
information (see column 2, lines 63 - 66); and 

retrieving an encryption key for the accessed media data from the meta data 
server, the encryption key allowing use of the media data (see column 4, lines 13-18; 
column 1 5, lines 47 - 50; column 17, lines 40 - 42; column 1 8, lines 37 - 42 and 
column 19, lines 33-38). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Chen with the teaching of Wiser wherein 
the media data are encrypted. The motivation is that the security measures, particularly 
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the encryption mechanisms, should make the purchased audio unusable outside of the 
specific devices and the mechanism also prevents an unauthorized use of these media 
data. 

Regarding claim 2, teaches a system for a distributed media network and meta 
data server, the system comprising: 

at least one meta data server connected to a communications network (see 
column 1 , lines 53 - 55); 

at least one media data server for retrieving requested media data, the at least 
one media data server connected to the communications network (see column 1 , lines 
49 - 52), 

at least one client transceiver connected to the communications network for 
receiving, storing and messaging to said meta data server (see column 1 , lines 56 - 59 
and column 2, lines 32 - 52); and 

at least one meta data information source connected to said at least one meta 
data server (see column 1 , lines 53 - 55; column 3, lines 55 - 61 and column 4, lines 55 
-58). 

Chen does not explicitly teach wherein the retrieved media data are not usable 
without additional information; the meta data information source including an encryption 
key for decrypting retrieved media data. 

Wiser teaches the retrieved media data are not usable without additional 
information (see column 3, lines 39 - 50). 
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the meta data information source including an encryption key for decrypting 
retrieved media data (see column 4, lines 13-41). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Chen with the teaching of Wiser wherein 
the media data are encrypted. The motivation is that the security measures, particularly 
the encryption mechanisms, should make the purchased audio unusable outside of the 
specific devices and the mechanism also prevents an unauthorized use of these media 
data. 

Regarding claim 3, Chen teaches the meta data information source is a meta 
data database (see column 1 , lines 54 - 59). 

Regarding 4, Chen teaches the meta data information source is a file 
management system on a computer (see column 1 , lines 40 - 43). 

Regarding claim 5, Chen teaches a second client transceiver of said at least one 
client transceiver functions as a first media data server of said at least one media data 
server, and wherein the at least one meta data server informs said at least one client 
transceiver that said second client transceiver functioning as a first media data server 
has access to said requested media data (see column 2, lines 40 - 64). 
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Regarding claim 6, Chen teaches a first client transceiver of said at least one 
client transceiver transmits, stores, and messages a second client transceiver of said at 
least one client transceiver of the communications network (see column 4, lines 55 - 



Regarding claim 7, Chen teaches a first media data server of said at least one 
media data server functions as one client transceiver of said at least one client 
transceiver (see column 6, lines 27 - 31). 

Regarding claim 8, Chen teaches a first media data server of said at least one 
media data server receives, stores and messages a second media data server of said 
at least one media data server of the communications network (see column 5, lines 45 - 
67; column 6, lines 18-26 and lines 60 - 67). 

Regarding claim 9, Chen teaches a method for receiving and processing 
requests in a meta data server, said requests received from a client on a 
communication network, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a media data request from said client (see column 1 , lines 60 - 62 and 
column 2, lines 57 - 58; 

requesting meta data for said media data request from a meta data database, the 
requested meta data being or a portion of the requested media data (see column 1 , 
lines 63 - 67; column 2, lines 1 - 2 and column 5, lines 59 - 65); 



67). 
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transmitting meta data for said media data request to said client over the 
communication network (see column 4, lines 55 - 58); 

requesting additional meta data for another portion of the requested media data 
from a meta data database (see column 6, lines 26 - 40); 

Chen does not explicitly teach the requested meta data being or a portion of the 
requested media data that is not usable without an additional portion of the media data 
and 

transmitting the additional meta data to said client over the communication 
network. 

Wiser teaches the requested meta data being or a portion of the requested 
media data that is not usable without an additional portion of the media data (see 
column 3, lines 39 - 50) and 

transmitting the additional meta data to said client over the communication 
network (see column 5, lines 4-8 and lines 43 - 46). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Chen with the teaching of Wiser wherein 
the additional media data is known only to the purchaser of these media data. The 
motivation is that these portion of the media data provided additional security measures 
in combination with the encryption mechanisms. 
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Regarding claim 10, Chen teaches the meta data contains an address for at least 
one media data server, the method further comprising the steps of: 

designating a primary media data server of said at least one media data server 
based upon criteria gathered from the communication network (see column 7, lines 32 - 
59). 

Regarding claim 11, Chen teaches the primary media data server is designated 
as a first media data server of the at least one media data server having the least 
number of clients accessing media data files (see column 8, lines 64 - 67 and column 9, 
lines 1 -22). 

Regarding claim 12, Chen teaches the primary media data server is designated 
as a first media data server of the at least one media data server having a highest 
reliability rating (see column 4, lines 26 - 33 and column 5, lines 34 - 65). 

Regarding claim 13, Chen teaches the primary media data server is designated 
as a first media data server of the at least one media data server having the highest 
data throughput (see column 8, lines 31 - 35). 

Regarding claim 14, Chen teaches the primary media data server is designated 
by the meta data server (see column 8, lines 26 - 31). 
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Regarding claim 15, Chen teaches the primary media data server is designated 
by the client (see column 8, lines 26 - 31 ). 

Regarding claim 18, Chen teaches requesting an encryption key for the 
requested media data from a meta data database (see column 9, lines 29 - 33 and lines 
56 - 67). 

Regarding claim 21 , Wiser teaches receiving a log in request from said client 
over the communication network (see column 20, lines 19 - 43); and 

performing a client access permission verification (see column 20, lines 57 - 64 
and column 22, lines 20 - 24). 

Regarding claim 22, Chen teaches a method for receiving and processing 
requests in a meta data server, the requests received from a client on a communication 
network, the method comprising: 

receiving a media data request from a client (see column 1 , lines 60 - 62 and 
column 2, lines 57 - 58); 

requesting meta data for the media data request from a meta data database (see 
column 1 , lines 63 - 67 and column 2, lines 1 - 2), 

transmitting meta data for the media data request to the client over the 
communication network (see column 4, lines 55 - 58); 
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Chen does not explicitly teach the requested meta data being encrypted and not 
usable without an encryption key; requesting the encryption key for the media data 
request from a meta data database; and transmitting the encryption key for the media 
data request to the client over the communication network. 

Wiser teaches the requested meta data being encrypted and not usable without 
an encryption key (see column 7, lines 27 - 33); 

requesting the encryption key for the media data request from a meta data 
database (see column 4, lines 13 - 27); and 

transmitting the encryption key for the media data request to the client over the 
communication network (see column 5, lines 1-16). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Chen with the teaching of Wiser wherein 
the media data are encrypted. The motivation is that the security measures, particularly 
the encryption mechanisms, should make the purchased audio unusable outside of the 
specific devices and the mechanism also prevents an unauthorized use of these media 
data. 



Application/Control Number: 09/777,500 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2172 

5. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chen in 
view of Wiser and further in view of U.S. Patent 6,209,787 issued to Takahito lida 
(hereinafter "lida"). 



Regarding claim 20, Chen teaches said meta data comprises at least one data item, 
said at least one data item selected from the list of: 

a network address of a primary server that has access to the media data file (see 
column 7, lines 19-31); 

a directory structure of a primary storage device that contains the media data file 
(see column 9, lines 29 - 38); 

a name of the media data file (see column 9, lines 39 - 45); 

a network address of at least one alternate server that has access to the media 
data file (see column 7, lines 19 - 31 ); 

a directory structure of at least one alternate storage devices that contains the 
media data file (see column 9, lines 19 - 38); 

a network address of a server that has access to a graphical image associated 
with the media data file (see column 4, lines 21 - 23 and column 7, lines 19-31); 

a directory structure of a storage device that contains a graphical image 
associated the media data file (see column 4, lines 21 - 23 and column 9, lines 29 - 31 ); 

a network address of a server that has access to additional information about 
artistic work contained in the media data file See column 7, lines 19-31; lida teaches 
"artistic work" in column 11, lines 26 - 36); 
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a directory structure of a storage device that contains additional information 
about artistic work contained in the media data file (see column 9, lines 29 - 38; lida 
teaches "artistic work" in column 1 1 , lines 26 - 36); 

a network address of a server which offers a sale of the media data file (see 
column 7, lines 19 - 35); a directory structure of a storage device that contains sales 
information for the media data file (see column9, lines 29 - 38); 

Chen or Wiser does not explicitly teach a name of and owner of the media data 
file; a name of a composer of the media data file; a name of the copyright holder of the 
media data file; a name of a graphical image file associated the media data file; a title of 
an artistic work contained in the media data file; a title of a body of work in which the 
media data file is associated; a name of at least one performer of the media data file; 
a name of at least one composer of artistic work contained on the media data file; a 
name of at least one creators of the media data file; a name of a file that contains 
additional information about artistic work contained in the media data file; a name of a 
file that contains information on a sale of the media data file; a network address of a 
server which offers a sale of associated products of the media data file; a directory 
structure of a storage device that contains sales information for the associated products 
of the media data file; and a name of a file that contains information on sales of 
associated products of the media data file. 





• 
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lida teaches a name of and owner of the media data file (see column 49, lines 20 



a name of a composer of the media data file (see column 49, lines 20 - 67); 
a name of the copyright holder of the media data file (see column 40, lines 49 - 



a name of a graphical image file associated the media data file (see column 37, 
lines 58 - 67 and column 38, lines 1 - 2); a title of an artistic work contained in the 
media data file (see column 12, lines 17 - 25); 

a title of a body of work in which the media data file is associated (see column 
1 1 , lines 33 - 36 and column 17, lines 12 - 53); a name of at least one performer of the 
media data file (see column 12, lines 17-25 and column 17, lines 12 - 53); 

a name of at least one composer of artistic work contained on the media data file 
(see column 1 2, lines 1 7 - 25 and column 1 7, lines 1 2 - 53); 

a name of at least one creators of the media data file (see column 17, lines 12 - 

53); 

a name of a file that contains additional information about artistic work contained 
in the media data file (see column 1 1 , lines 26 - 36); 

a name of a file that contains information on a sale of the media data file (see 
column 77, lines 29 - 43); a network address of a server which offers a sale of 
associated products of the media data file (see column 75, line 23 and column 77, lines 
29 - 45); 



-67); 



59); 
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a directory structure of a storage device (see Chen: column 9, lines 29 - 38) that 
contains sales information for the associated products of the media data file (see 
column79, lines 64 - 67 and column 80, lines 1 - 3); and 

a name of a file that contains information on sales of associated products of the 

media data file (see column 77, lines 29 - 43). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Chen and Wiser with the teaching of lida 
wherein videos, CDs, musical selections or any other multimedia data are selected and 
purchased over the network, The motivation is that this purchases are safe and secure 
due to encryption mechanism. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fred I. Ehichioya whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8039. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y. Vu can be reached on 703-305-4393. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7239 for 
regular communications and 703-746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-303- 
3900. 



Fred Ehichioya 
August 7, 2003 




